
BRAVE NEW WORLD (by Anahera Herbert-Graves, CEO Te Runanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu) 

O wonder!  

How many goodly creatures are there here!  

How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world! 

That has such people in it! 

Miranda’s speech, taken from Shakespeare’s The Tempest, aptly describes the mood of the nation, 

as the Prime Minister John Key assembles a new government.      

Earlier in the week, the PM told Radio New Zealand he would continue the model used during the 

last parliament.  He said that Peter Dunne, Tariana Turia and Pita Sharples had been very effective 

ministers for his government and they would likely retain their portfolios.  And he mused (perhaps 

mischievously) that John Banks might suit the corrections portfolio.   

This mixed bag cabinet is more to Key’s liking than a clear majority of blue ties around the table 

because the Māori Party, United Future and ACT leaders, once they’ve signed confidence and supply 

warrants in return for their portfolios, will be far less trouble than his own people.  Minor 

disciplinary infractions and infighting will be “their” problem, and giving them freedom to publicly 

disagree with his Government, without fear of non-confidence, takes some of the heat out of 

question time for him.   

These small party partners will also act as a buffer for Key and National against the backlash over the 

coming austerity programme.  If the European nations fail to meet the challenges they face, our debt 

crisis will evolve into a credit crisis and foreign lending will stop completely.  When that happens, 

asset sales here will be accelerated against a backdrop of massive programme cuts.  

The resultant carnage will be like that scene from Murder on the Orient Express where Inspector 

Poirot and Doctor Bianchi examine the scene of Mr. Ratchett’s murder.  The body has twelve stab 

wounds of varying depth; some inflicted by a left-handed person and some by a right handed 

person.  Handkerchiefs, buttons, a pipe cleaner and other things litter the scene, each pointing to a 

different suspect.  Finally Poirot turns to Bianchi, and asks, “Has it occurred to you that there are too 

many clues in this room?”  As it turns out, twelve different people have stabbed the victim at least 

once with the same blade. 

Well, the New Zealand we knew as children is about to experience a similar death of many cuts.  

Why?   

Will the gap between rich and poor narrow?  Will the outflow of New Zealanders stop?  Will 

Papatūānuku be better cared for?  Will our children be healthier?  Will our country still be ours? 

Whatever the outcomes of this ‘brave new world’, in three years time, John Key will simply point to 

his partners and remind the electorate that there were many hands on the blade. 


