
IWI CHAIRS FORUM 

 

Last week the Iwi Chairs Forum met at Te Poho o Rāwiri marae in Gisborne with a large attendance of 

iwi chairs and observers.  Ngāti Kahu’s chair, Professor Margaret Mutu, has provided a summary report 

of proceedings at the two day hui as follows. 

 

The first day was entirely taken up with various presentations from Crown and other agencies.  As a 

result, reporting back from the Forum’s own Working Groups was restricted to the morning of the 

second day.  This drew some criticism.   

 

The Climate Change group reported a major dispute between the government and iwi who have settled 

claims to forestry lands. Because the government allowed cheap Emissions Trading Units from Europe to 

flood the market here, their value has dropped from about $30 to about $2. That has created a 

substantial loss for many iwi. They have referred the argument to the Prime Minister and have put 

forward a case for the value of Emissions Trading Units to have a minimum value of $15. 

 

The Freshwater group reported that they have made some progress on ensuring the hapū have input 

into the management of water. However they are experiencing major difficulties with trying to get the 

government to talk to them about Māori rights and interests (ownership) of water. 

 

The Whānau Ora group reported that Te Puni Kōkiri had rejected the North Island iwi bid to be the 

commissioning agency for Te Whānau Ora but had accepted the South Island iwi bid. The North Island 

one appears to have gone to National Urban Māori Authorities. North Island iwi resolved to meet with 

the Minister of Māori Affairs and the Minister of Whānau Ora to have that decision revisited. 

 

The Housing group reported that Housing New Zealand is looking to iwi to buy up their housing stocks as 

part of their settlements.  

 

The Mātauranga (Education) group came in for some criticism for laying the blame for Māori children 

not succeeding in Pākehā schools with the parents and whānau. Research has repeatedly shown that 

Māori children are marginalized in Pākehā schools and that teacher attitudes are the main cause. The 

hui identified racism as the main barrier for Māori children succeeding. The group was reminded that 

making te reo compulsory in all schools was key to improving the position of Māori. 

 

The Constitutional group reported that they have completed 200 hui and will be presenting a draft 

model for a constitution to the February hui of the Forum (and at the Forum tent at Te Tii marae, 

Waitangi on 6 February). 

 

The Iwi Collective is looking at purchasing as many of the properties landbanked for settlements prior to 

settlements. Ngāti Kahu has asked that properties in our area be excluded until we have pursued legal 

avenues in respect of our claims. 

http://www.iwichairs.maori.nz/
http://www.wakamaori.co.nz/maori-culture/marae/te-poho-o-rawiri-marae/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gisborne,_New_Zealand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iwi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ngati_Kahu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Mutu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_crown
http://www.iwichairs.maori.nz/Kaupapa/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHo_wMkGBAc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Emissions_Trading_Scheme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union_Emission_Trading_Scheme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Key
http://www.iwichairs.maori.nz/Kaupapa/Fresh-Water/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_people
http://www.waateanews.com/Waatea+News.html?story_id=NTUwNQ==
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_Puni_Kokiri
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/en/newsevents/news/request-for-proposals-rfp--whanau-ora-commissioning-agencies/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whanau_Ora
http://www.numa.org.nz/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pita_Sharples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariana_Turia
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/155239678/Iwi-Leaders-Group-for-Housing-Submission---Affordable-Housing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_New_Zealand
http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/129084/iwi-ideas-on-lifting-achievement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakeha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whanau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hui_(M%C4%81ori_assembly)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_reo
http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/iwi.htm
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11089000
http://www.te-tiriti-o-waitangi-marae.maori.nz/site/home/marae2_cr/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waitangi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waitangi_Day
http://www.iwichairs.maori.nz/Kaupapa/Iwi-Collective/III/
http://www.ots.govt.nz/

