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MEDIA RELEASE 

Nationwide Rally Against Child Abuse 

“A Day in Action in Aoteroa” is the banner under which concerned community leaders, parents, grandparents, 

whānau and organisations are marching on Wednesday 13th March to combat child abuse throughout the country. 

A movement which started last month in Kaitāia has now gathered national support and momentum, with 

synchronised Hikoi planned in several centres across the country to highlight the plight of children who are being 

abused, and to kickstart a range of strategies that ordinary people can use in their whānau and communities to stop 

the abusers and help the victims. 

The ‘Enough is Enough’ movement was sparked by a number of child abuse investigations and convictions in and 

around Kaitāia, the most horrific being the case of James Parker who abused dozens of young boys over more than a 

decade. 

Building on the energy and interest this distressing case generated the Kaitāia organisersLissa Kingi-Waiaua and 

Rueben Taipari, put out the call to mobilise.  As a result, there will be synchronised Hikoi in Kaitāia, Whangarei, 

Auckland and Hastings on Wednesday 13th March. 

The date was chosen to coincide with James Parker’s appearance in Kaitāia Court for sentencing.   

The Kaitāia leg of the Hikoi has been arranged to accommodate the sensitivities of the victims and their whānau, as 

well as the physical safety and interest of those taking part.  Organisers urge everyone to join and show that Kaitāia 

does care and is willing to pull together to protect our children.  

Kicking off at 10am from the Mana Party’s Te Hiku Branch office on North Rd, the Kaitāia Hikoi will make its way 

along Commerce St, turn at the town clock into Redan Rd then on to the reserve behind the old Far North District 

Council offices where the rest of the day’s programme will be held. 

Rueben and Lissa are grateful for the liaison and support they’ve enjoyed with Police, Court staff, local businesses 

and volunteers.  They are also deeply grateful for donations of bouncy castles to give the children an outlet for their 

energies, as well as for donations of drinks, tents, seating, a PA system and an MC to facilitate speakers. 

They also hope the Hikoi will be a catalyst for ongoing public forums, practical workshops and other initiatives in 

Kaitāia and the rest of the country aimed at stopping child abuse and transforming communities into safe places for 

their most vulnerable members.  

WHERE AND WHEN: 

Kaitāia as above 

Whāngarei: 12 noon from Whāngarei Court House 105 – 109 Bank St, Whāngarei, to Laurie Hall Park Rathbone St 

Auckland: 10am – 2pm outside the Auckland High Court building on Waterloo Quadrant, Corner of Anzac Ave 

Hastings: 10am – 2pm outside Hasting District Court on Eastbourne St 
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NATIONAL SPOKESPERSON:  Anahera Herbert-Graves 

027 6960930 

nkceo@xtra.co.nz  

 

 

WHĀNGAREI ORGANISER:  Isha Waetford  

021 0632642 

 

AUCKLAND ORGANISER:  Jeanine Perkinson  

021 1361173 

 

HASTINGS ORGANISER:  Louise Heremia 

027 9163767 
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