
TPK called at 2.30pm yesterday to invite Te Runanga-a-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu’s chair and / or CEO to a meeting in Wellington next Monday at 12 noon so that Pita 
Sharples (Minister of Māori Affairs) can hear firsthand from Iwi leaders regarding their position on the management of freshwater.  The following link then 
appeared an hour later in the NZ Herald – http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10824118  
 
This was very short notice and wasclearly  designed to fit in with the fact that Sharples and Turia are meeting with Key on Monday night over the matter.  
On top of it TPK said they would prefer we pay our own way down and it reimburse us.  I told them that wouldn’t happen.  So they agreed to pay our costs 
IF we go. 
 
ANALYSIS: There are a number of players and agenda involved here.  So it’s important to consider each one in relation to that of Ngāti Kahu: 
 

NGĀTI KAHU AGENDA CROWN AGENDA MĀORI PARTY AGENDA WAITANGI TRIBUNAL AGENDA NZMC AGENDA ILF AGENDA 

 Hapū own freshwater and all other 
resources in their respective rohe 

 Default position on state asset sales 
tends towards no asset sales 

 
CRITICAL QUESTION: 
Will Ngāti Kahu hapū do whatever it takes 
to uphold their ownership of freshwater in 
their respective rohe? 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Most, if not all, will.   

 Assumes it owns all 
freshwater in the 
country 

 Pushing to sell state 
assets 

 
CRITICAL QUESTION: 
How likely is it that  Ngāti 
Kahu meeting with Sharples 
and Turia will change the 
Crown’s agenda? 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Nothing short of a general 
uprising by mainstream New 
Zealanders is lkely to change 
the Crown’s agenda 

 Say the debate is not about 
who owns freshwater 

 Don’t support asset sales 
 
CRITICAL QUESTION: 
What will Māori Party likely be 
most swayed by; the politics of 
Parliament in Wellington, or the 
mana whenua of hapū in Ngāti 
Kahu? 
 
ANALYSIS: 
It will be the politics, and they 
will most likely opt to stay at the 
table with Key regardless of what 
he does 

 Concerned with inquiring into Māori 
interests and rights in freshwater, 
including claims of ownership. 

 Concerned about asset sales impact on 
the ability to determine Māori 
interests and rights. 

 Has released an interim report 
directing the Crown hold up the asset 
sales programme until a final report in 
September 

 Today the Crown has asked the 
Tribunal to fast track its report so that 
the sales programme isn’t held up.   
 

CRITICAL QUESTION: 
How likely is it that the Tribunal will find 
that hapū own freshwater?   
 
ANALYSIS: 
Based on its record, the likelihood is 
extremely high that the Tribunal will rule in 
favour of the claimants, but that does not 
necessarily mean it will uphold hapū 
ownership of freshwater.  

 Is concerned for Māori 
interests (not necessarily 
hapū ownership) in national 
freshwater and geothermal 
resources 

 Oppose asset sales only 
insofar as they jeopardise 
Māori interests 

 
CRITICAL QUESTION: 
Will NZMC opt to uphold hapū 
ownership of freshwater, or will it 
opt to negotiate a deal lwith the 
Crown ike it did with the lands 
claim in 1988? 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Based on its record, NZMC is 
likely to opt to negotiate a deal 
with the Crown in which hapū 
ownership of freshwater may or 
may not feature 

 Is concerned to represent the 
common positions of its Iwi 
members – includes hapū 
ownership of freshwater 

 Opposes asset sales 
 
CRITICAL QUESTION: 
Will ILF effectively support hapū 
owership of freshwater? 
 
ANALYSIS: 
ILF will support hapū ownership of 
freshwater, but I am not sure how 
effective it will be in that. 

 
Ngāti Kahu hapū leaders considered that while there may be value in having Ngāti Kahu at the meeting to do some straight Ngāti Kahu talking to Sharples 
and Turia, we are already at full stretch preparing for the Tribunal hearing into our claim for resumption.  On top of that they did not expect our presence or 
absence would be significant to the outcome one way or the other.  So today the following message was sent to TPK. 
  

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10824118


Due to other commitments Te Rūnanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu will not be sending representation to the hui on Monday 6th July 2012 in Wellington with the 
Minister of Māori Affairs.  However the position of Ngāti Kahu on freshwater is very clear as follows: 
 

It is the hapū who own all natural resources in their respective rohe, and it is the hapū who determine what happens to the resources in their rohe. 
That includes freshwater. 

 
Attached is the public statement released earlier this year which reinforces Ngāti Kahu’s position with regard to the authority and power of hapū in their 
respective rohe.  
 
Now that the Crown’s Prime Minister and his Deputy have publicly announced today that they will not wait for the Waitangi Tribunal to release its final 
report on the water claim before progressing the planned sale of the state-owned power generators,  Ngāti Kahu are watching with interest to see if the 
Minister will now uphold hapū ownership of freshwater when he meets with the  Prime Minister, or if he will instead continue to speak of protecting 
unspecified “interests and rights” of Māori in general in that resource. 
 
Please pass this email on to the Minister with the advice that Ngāti Kahu reserves the right to add to it as directed by its hapū.   
 


