
PROGRESS REPORT ON WAITANGI TRIBUNAL HEARING OF NGĀTI KAHU’S CLAIM FOR REMEDIES 
AGAINST THE CROWN 
 
MONDAY 03 SEPTEMBER 2012: Yesterday was DAY 1 of the Waitangi Tribunal hearing into Ngati 
Kahu's claim for remedies (including binding and non-binding recommendations against the Crown). 
The hearing is taking place at Kareponia marae at Awanui. Space is at a premium in the whare hui 
where priority is given to Ngati Kau, most particularly our kuia kaumātua and kaimahi who have 
worked and waited for 28 years to remedy the Crown's criminal actions against the whānau, hapū 
and iwi of Ngati Kahu. The over flow crowd are being taken care of in an attached marquee where 
they are able to hear proceedings via speakers. Regretfully Te Hiku FM had technical problems and 
there was no live broadcast yesterday.  Due to time and HR constraints (I only have two staff and 
myself) I can only give you a brief outline of yesterday’s proceedings.   
 
DAY 1 was dedicated to hearing evidence from Ngati Kahu's tangata whenua witnesses and the 
cross-examination of them by the Crown and other interested parties, including Te Aupouri, Te 
Rarawa, Ngati Tara, Graham Latimer, Whangaroa and Ngāpuhi. The order of appearance of each of 
our witnesses was as follows: 

1. Lloyd Popata (laying down the whakapapa and tatai of Ngāti Kahu  and replying to 
challenges to his testimony) 

2. Hully Clarke (laying out Te Paatu ki Pāmapuria’s relationship to Ngāti Kahu and replying to 
those claiming that it is not Ngāti Kahu and has no mana whenua in Kaitāia) 

3. Yvonne Puriri (laying out the relationship of Patu Kōraha at Awanui to Ngāti Kahu and Te 
Paatu and establishing the prejudice to Patu Kōraha, Te Paatu and Ngāti Kahu of the non-
resumability of properties like the airport – this speaks to the non-binding recommendations 
Ngāti Kahu seek from the Tribunal) 

4. Tania Thomas (replying to those who challenge Te Runanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu’s mandate 
and say we have excluded them from participating in the benefits of being Ngāti Kahu) 

5. Reremoana Renata (laying out the relationship of Matarahurahu at Kēnana with Ngāti Kahu 
and replying to those who don’t want Kohumaru station or Ōtangaroa Forest returned to 
Ngāti Kahu) 

6. Margaret Mutu (laying out the recidivisit criminality, racism and arrogance of the Crown and 
rebutting the Crown’s lies and spin on all the above evidence as well as her own) 

 
The cross-examination of Lloyd, Hully and Tania was both intense and, at times, tense.  However 
there  was no cross-examination of Yvonne Puriri, and the cross-examination of our delightful kuia 
Reremoana was very respectful.  The Cross-examination of Margaret by all the interested parties 
started at 3.30pm and was still going at close of the day (5pm).  It will continue today.   
 
I note that there was some loud commentary from opposing parties seated in the marquee while 
Lloyd, Hully and Tania were at the podium; and even when Yvonne and Reremoana were at the 
podium there was a constant murmur of conversation from outside.  But when Margaret was giving 
evidence and being cross-examined – you could have heard a pin drop throughout the two hours she 
was on her feet. 
 
TUESDAY 04 SEPTEMBER 
Today is also dedicated to hearing evidence from Ngāti Kahu.  The morning will open with Judge 
Clarke giving his response on a couple of technical matters raised yesterday by the Crown and some 
of the interested parties.  Then the programme for the day will continue as follows (MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

1. Continued cross-examination of Margaret by, first the Crown, then Te Rarawa. 



2. Peter McBurney (historian who is arguing that the properties Ngāti Kahu are seeking are 
in the claim area the Tribunal has allowed and replying to Crown claims that they are 
not) 

3. Ganesh Nana (economist who has put a dollar value of almost $3 billion on the losses to 
Ngāti Kahu as a result of the Crown stealing our lands, and replying to Crown challenges 
to his evidence – his evidence is important to Ngāti Kahu’s argument that the Crown 
should not only return the bits of forest LAND that are in our rohe, it should also under 
the law pay us 100% of the value of the TREES on that land in compensation – no-one 
has gotten that to date) 

4. Bill Lilley (forest valuer laying out what the value of the TREES on the forest LAND in our 
rohe is – important for the same reason as above) 

5. Paul Quinn (one of the original negotiators who helped write the section 27b provisions 
of the State-owned Enterprises Act under which the Tribunal can ORDER the Crown to 
return the forest LAND to Ngāti Kahu at no cost as well as 100% of the value of the trees) 

6. John Proctor/Nigel Kenny (valuers who did valuations on all the other properties Ngāti 
Kahu are going for which are either still owned by a State-owned Enterprise or once 
were, including Rangiputa station – unfortunately the law does not allow us to claim 
compensation for these ones as well but we can still get the land back at no charge) 

 

Te Runanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu and the Tribunal are working together to ensure the integrity of the 
hearing and the tikanga of the marae are maintained.  Finally I am very pleased and grateful that 
Te Hiku FM have ironed out their technical problems and will be broadcasting proceedings live 
throughout the day on 97.1FM, or online at http://irirangi.net/listen-online/te-hiku-o-te-
ika.aspx?id=66DE35A4-DECE-47EE-827A-287BB0FB819C  

 
Haere tōnū tātou e Ngāti Kahu ki runga i te tika, te pono  me te aroha.  Ngā mihi 
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