
SAVIOUR OR SELL-OUT? (by Anahera Heerbert-Graves, CEO Te Runanga-a-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu) 

 

Around 2,254,681 people took part in election 2011.  But a further 1,000,000 eligible voters did not 

bother, producing the lowest percentage of voter turnout in 120 years.  This continues a downward 

trend that’s been going on since 1987, the year in which Andrew Krieger, John Key’s colleague at 

Bankers Trust in New York, made a raid on the New Zealand dollar.  Now John Key has a second term 

of office as Prime Minister. 

Over the next three years there are specific indicators in a wide range of areas to watch out for that 

will tell us whether Key is the saviour that the slim majority of those who voted hope he is, or the 

sell-out that the slimmer minority believe he is.    

Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement [TPPA]; the United States will continue its drive to take what is 

currently a small-ish free trade agreement, and transform it into a European Union-styled entity.   

Signs of a Key sell-out on this issue will include any support he gives for the creation of a separate 

TPPA governing body of unelected officials.  Keep a close eye on who, under the TPPA, will have the 

ability to commandeer and deploy our military and police forces.  Watch also for TPPA directives 

forcing us to buy our pharmaceuticals, arms, energy, agriculture supplies and such from specific 

suppliers.  Look out for any moves to create a unified currency, or to channel our currency through a 

private banking authority like the Federal Reserve in the US. And look out also for a rise in numbers 

of Public Private Partnerships (PPPs), particularly if they have anything to do with military training 

centres and water. 

Asset Sales; it’s a foregone conclusion that Key will now push forward with asset sales.  In the final 

debate he said that although he can’t guarantee it, he wants the majority and controlling share of 

our assets to remain in New Zealand hands.  Keep a close eye on the detail around asset sales and 

measure it against this question: who or what will determine the majority ownership and control of 

our assets?  If it’s not New Zealanders or New Zealand law, then it’s a sell-out. 

Covert Surveillance and War on Terrorism; now that it is legal for Police to secretly record any 

private citizen of this country, watch out for expansion of the definition of the word “terrorist” to 

include activists of every kind, because that too is a sell-out sign. 

Settlement of Treaty of Waitangi land claims; the settlement of claims will escalate rapidly between 

now and 2014.  Take care to read each Deed of Settlement with one question in mind: who or what 

has final control over the resources attached to the land included in those settlements?  Particularly 

look out for who controls any minerals, petroleum and freshwater found on those lands.  Again, if 

it’s not New Zealanders, we’re being sold out. 

Three years will go very quickly.  Whether the downward trend of voter participation will continue in 

the 2014 general election is yet to be seen.  But before then we will know for sure whether Key is a 

saviour or a sell-out.  


