
TYRANNY YOU CAN BELIEVE IN (by Anahera Herbert-Graves, CEO Te Runanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāti Kahu) 

I’ve had such an overwhelming email and verbal response to my letter (The 10 Worst Things) in last 

week’s Age about the Crown’s Deed of Settlement with Te Rarawa that I’ve decided to use this last 

column of the year to respond. 

Many are angry at the Te Rarawa negotiators for agreeing to the Deed.  But let me remind us all that 

for more than a decade those negotiators have fought this racist, mean-spirited, bully boy Crown 

with its hugely superior resources.  They have done their utmost best, and I love them for that.  But 

for the tyrannical Crown I have no mercy and never will.  

Always remember that it’s the Crown that is effectively saying to us ones of Te Rarawa, “We won’t 

allow any changes to the Deed because it is already perfect just the way we have let it be written.” 

“Offering to return a little less than 3.5% of the land we stole from you is actually generous of us.  So 

far most other Maori who have settled have gotten little more than 1%.”  

“Encumbering 98% of the land we return is standard practice for us when dealing with Maori.  

Others live with it; so can you.”   

“Our $11million ransom demand for the return of 8,000 hectares of your land is very reasonable.  

We’re giving you enough to pay the ransom and still have a few million left over.” 

“The possibility we may sell your conservation lands is not really a problem.  After all you will have 

right of first refusal which means you would get the chance at that time to ransom that land as well.” 

“Our control of 90 Mile Beach, the Warawara and the rest of your conservation lands is meant 

kindly.  You’ll be able to advise us on managing those resources, but this deal will lift the final 

responsibility for them from off your shoulders.” 

“The possibility we may allow future mining on your lands should not be worried about.  We have no 

intention of doing anything right now.” 

“Our continued control of your social welfare funding will be a very positive outcome.  While it’s true 

that we’ve gotten it so wrong for so long, it also means we’re statistically due a break-through.” 

“And finally, the prospect of extinguishing your native title and becoming your sovereign will be a 

dream come true for us and our voters.  It’s called the tyranny of the majority; the tyranny you can 

believe in.  Relax, believe; ratify the Deed.”   

It’s really quite scary to think that many of us might believe those messages.  But regardless of all 

that, my final message for this year is one of hope and encouragement.   

As we commemorate the birth and life of the man Jesus Christ, let us remember his steadfastness in 

the face of tyranny, his kindness to his persecutors, and his perfect knowledge that he was about his 

Father’s business.  Let us believe in him, not in the tyranny of the Crown. 


